Driving in Germany
Driving license
Citizens of the EU, Liechtenstein, Norway and Iceland: Hop in and go, it’s that
simple. Your driving license is valid in Germany, just as it is in your home country. There
is no need to have it converted to a German license.
Citizens of other countries: You can drive for six months with your existing driving
license, starting with the day you register your residence in Germany. At the end of that
period, you will need a German license. Whether or not you will have to take a test
depends on the country where you obtained your driving license.
Registering your car in Germany
All cars in Germany need to be registered, and you can do this at the nearest car
registration office. You will need your vehicle title (proof that the car belongs to you) and
your motor vehicle insurance policy.
If you are bringing a car with you from another country, read here what additional
documents are required.



Registering a used vehicle from an EU country
Registering a used vehicle from a non-EU country

After they are registered, all cars in Germany need to pass a general inspection. This
means that a mechanic must confirm that your car is safe and meets the official emission
standards. A vehicle inspection sticker will then be affixed to your car’s number plate.
The general inspection can be performed by an authorized workshop near you, for
example. Inspections need to be repeated at regular intervals. There is a charge for both
the general inspection and for registering your vehicle.
Please note that in many German cities, low-emission zones have been created to
reduce the quantities of particulates and nitrogen dioxide in the air.
To drive into one of these low-emission zones, you need a sticker (Umweltplakette)
showing that your vehicle has sufficiently low emissions. This can be obtained for a fee
from the licensing authority or other approved agencies.

